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Encouragement from the Psalms  
Bret Rhoades 

 
1. You, Lord, showed favor to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2. You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins. 
3. You set aside all your wrath and turned from your fierce anger. 
4. Restore us again, God our Savior. And put away your displeasure toward us. 
5. Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger through all generations? 
6. Will you not revive us again that your people may rejoice in you? 
7. Show us your unfailing love, Lord, and grant us your salvation. 
8. I will listen to what Go the Lord says; he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants – 

but let them not turn to folly. 
9. Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10. Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
11. Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven. 
12. The Lord will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest. Righteousness goes 

before him and prepares the way for his steps. 
Psalm 85 

In this Psalm, the Psalmist could have said You forgave the iniquity of your people and 
covered their sins. You set aside your wrath and turned from your fierce anger … and it would have 
been accurate. God does cover our sins, he does set aside his wrath … but the psalmist inserts the 
word all. God covers all our sins; he sets aside all his wrath. In stating it that way, the psalmist 
leaves no doubt that, for you and me (those that are his people), we are forgiven –  no ifs, no ands, 
no buts. My friends, we are forgiven children of our heavenly father. 

Reading verse 9, Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in 
our land, in light of John 1:14, The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, we see 
that the psalmist was clearly looking forward to the first Advent, the promised coming of the 
Messiah.  

Reading further, we see in verse 10, Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and 
peace kiss each other.  And going back to John 1:14, We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. The underlined words are my 
doing, to emphasize the connection between this psalm and the anticipation of the Messiah. 

Love and faithfulness … grace and truth. They are the same thing. It is the love of God that 
gives us grace. And make no mistake about it, God does love us. He provides daily for our needs, 
he cares and listens to his people when they pray. Continuing in the first chapter of the Gospel of 
John, in verse 17 we read, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. It is hard for us to accept this 
sometimes. We let doubt enter into our thoughts and wonder how God could forgive us. Dear 
people, put that thought away from your mind and read verses two and three of the psalm again … 
all our sins are covered. 

Dear heavenly father, we look forward to your return when you will gather us together with 
you in heaven. Help us to always rest and sleep soundly knowing we are forgiven children of the 
father. 

Come Lord Jesus, quickly come.  Amen 



Worship plans for Sunday, Dec 6, 2020 
Worship via Facebook Live at 9:00 

 with communion distribution in the parking lot at 10:30 
Brrrr. The forecast for Sunday calls for chilly temperatures.  So, our worship service will be 

available online at 9:00.  Our Elders will assist in our parking lot distribution of the Sacrament.  I invite 
you to worship and commune with us. 

Christmas at Holy Lamb 
With the Covid numbers in Horry County climbing to levels not seen since July, and the full 

impact of Thanksgiving weekend still to come, it seems unrealistic to anticipate Christmas Eve worhip 
in our Sanctuary.  In spite of this, we are making arrangements for some very special worship 
opportunities.  They are as follows: 

1. Holy Lamb will produce a video service of music, song, and preaching.  It will be available 
on Christmas Eve on both Facebook and our website.  It will be delivered by tablet, prior to 
Christmas Eve, to those who do not have internet access. 
This service will include piano, clarinet, and trumpet.  A few of our choir members will sing 
at a safe distance from each other.  In order to bring this all together into a concise video, 
rather than panning the camera around the whole Sanctuary, we have another camera and a 
video editing program that will allow us to cut from one person to another during our singing. 
Of course, a bulletin will be provided, so viewers can sing along with the many carols we 
sing, just as on every Christmas Eve.  One of the advantages of this video is that it will be 
available for viewing when it is convenient for you, including repeated viewing. 

2. Recognizing our inability to worship in person, en masse in our Sanctuary, Risen Christ has 
graciously invited us to join them on Christmas Eve.  They will have 2 services: 

a. At 4:00 the worship will include their praise band, for a more contemporary worship 
format. 

b. The 7:00 worship will be more traditional, including a choir. 
They have established a maximum of 90 for their worship services.  You can make 
reservations by calling their church office at (843) 272-5845.  Risen Christ’s address is 10595 
North Kings Highway, Myrtle Beach, SC 29572. 
More than simply an invitation to join them, they are inviting us to make this a joint worship 
service.  To that end, I will participate in leading the worship with Pastor Hollar, we have 
been invited to include a limited number of our choir members with their choir, and we are 
to bring our offerings in our own Holy Lamb envelopes so they can be forwarded to Holy 
Lamb. 

3. Now here’s the best part!  You could attend either service at Risen Christ while still enjoying 
Holy Lamb’s familiar Sanctuary via video.  We are timing everything to allow for any 
sequence that suits you.  In addition, while we are not having our 11:00 Christmas Eve 
service, you can easily use our video for that worship time, also. 

4. Finally, we will have our customary Christmas Day worship, THIS YEAR AT 9:00, 
ONLINE, with communion distribution in the parking lot. 

The year 2020 is one that most of will want to forget.  Hopefully these worship opportunities will 
make this Christmas one to remember. 

In His service, 

Pastor Panning 


